A Beautiful Dresser with Lots 

of Drawers 


DIY Plans to Build a Gabriela 
Dresser 

This dresser, though it has tons of drawers, is a super-easy 
build. Featuring a total of twelve drawers, the DIY plans to 
build a Gabriela Dresser are perfect for a shared kids room, a 
craft room, or in a dining room. Each of the drawers in the 
vertical columns are a different size and will accommodate a 
variety of clothing or accessories. The entire dresser, 
drawers, and drawer fronts are constructed from 1/2" material. 
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Materials: 

■ 1" pocket hole screws 

■ 1 " brad nails 

■ Edge banding, optional 





























■ 12 sets of 12" Drawer slides 

■ Cabinet pulls 

■ Wood glue 

■Sandpaper (100, 150, 220 grits) 

■ Finishing supplies (primer & paint, or stain, sealer) 

Lumber: 

■ 13 - 1/2" thick by 1-1/2" wide boards at 3' (also called 
“craft boards") OR 

■9 - 1/2" thick by 1-1/2" wide boards at 4' 

■ 2 - 2x2 at 6' 

■ 1 - 4' x 4' sheet of 1/4" plywood 

■ 2 - 4' x 8' sheets of 1/2" plywood 

Cut List: 

■ 4 - 2x2 at 32-1/4" - Legs 

■ 2 - 1/2" x 1-1/2" boards at 14" - Upper Side Framing 

■2 - 1/2" plywood at 14" x 27-1/4" - Side Panels 

■ 1 - 1/2" plywood at 16" x 46" - Bottom 

■2 - 1/2" plywood at 16" x 27-3/4" - Dividers 

■24 - 1/2" x 1-1/2" boards at 14" - Front & Back 
Stretchers 

■ 1 - 1/4" plywood at 28-1/4" x 44" - Back 

■ 1 - 1/2" plywood at 16-3/4" x 47" - Top 

■ 12 - 1/2" plywood at 11" x 12" - Drawer Box Bottoms 

■6 - 1/2" plywood at 3-1/2" x 11" - Drawer Box #1 Sides 

■6 - 1/2" plywood at 3-1/2" x 13" - Drawer Box #1 Front & 

Back 

■6 - 1/2" plywood at 4-1/2" x 11" - Drawer Box #2 Sides 

■6 - 1/2" plywood at 4-1/2" x 13" - Drawer Box #2 Front & 

Back 

■6 - 1/2" plywood at 5-1/2" x 11" - Drawer Box #3 Sides 

■6 - 1/2" plywood at 5-1/2" x 13" - Drawer Box #3 Front & 

Back 

■6 - 1/2" plywood at 6-1/2" x 11" - Drawer Box #4 Sides 




■6 - 1/2" plywood at 6-1/2" x 13" - Drawer Box #4 Front & 
Back 
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Click on the drawings for a larger view! 

Step One 

Cut the pieces for the legs. Cut the taper in the lower end 
using a jigsaw or a tapering jig on a table saw. 



























Step Two 

Cut the pieces for the upper side framing and the side panels. 
With the pocket hole jig set for 1/2" material, drill pocket 
holes in each end of the framing pieces. Secure the framing 
pieces to the legs using glue and 1" pocket hole screws. The 
tapers on the legs will face to the inside. 

Cut the pieces for the side panels and drill pocket holes in 
all four edges. Secure the panels to the legs and the framing 
piece using glue and 1" pocket hole screws. The back face of 
the panels will be flush with the inside face of the legs. 








Step Three 

Cut the piece for the bottom. Cut the notches using a jigsaw. 
Secure the bottom between the lower end of the side legs using 
glue and 1" pocket hole screws through the side panels into 
the bottom. 
















































Step Four 

Cut the pieces for the dividers and drill pocket holes in the 
lower end of each piece. Secure the dividers to the bottom 
using glue and 1" pocket hole screws. 














Step Five 

Cut the pieces for the front and back stretchers, and drill 
pocket holes in each end of a total of 16 pieces. The 
remaining eight will be secured with brad nails. Starting with 
the center back stretchers, secure them dividers as shown 
using glue and 1" brad nails. Secure the remaining stretchers 
using glue and 1" pocket hole screws to the legs and 
dividers. 

Repeat the process for the front stretchers. 































Step Six 

Cut the piece for the back. Secure the back using glue and 1 
brad nails through the back into the legs and stretchers. 




































































Step Seven 

Cut the piece for the top. The front and sides will overhang 
by 1/2", and the back edge will cover the top of the back 
piece. Secure in place using glue and 1" brad nails. 



Step Eight 

Cut the pieces for the drawer boxes. The drawer box bottoms 
are all the same size. The sides, front and back of the drawer 
boxes are all the same length but are different heights. All 
of the drawers are assembled in the same manner and are shown 
in the drawing. In the cut list, the drawers are listed in 
order from top to bottom. 

Drill pocket holes in all four edges of the bottom as well as 
each end of the sides. Assemble the drawer boxes as shown 
using glue and 1" pocket hole screws. Install the drawer 
slides according to the manufacturer's installation 
instructions, locating them V # back from the front edge of the 
sides. For an easy tutorial, click here . Make any necessary 
adj ustments. 
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Secure the bottom to the sides usmg 
glu* and 1' pack*! halt tcrtwt 



Step Nine 

Cut the pieces for the drawer fronts. Mark the position for 
the drawer pulls and drill the holes. Shim the drawer front in 
the opening - there will be a 1/8" gap around all sides - then 
drive screws through the holes for the drawer pulls into the 
drawer box. Open the drawer, and secure the drawer front using 










countersunk 1-1/4" screws from the inside. Remove the screws 
from the holes for the drawer pull then finish drilling the 
holes. Install the drawer pull. For an easy tutorial on 
installing drawer fronts, click here . 
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Finish the dresser as desired. 

I have started building this dresser for myself using MDF with 
a wood veneer overlay. It has become a nightmare project but 
that is a story for another day. Have any questions about the 
DIY plans to build a Gabriela Dresser? Leave a comment below! 












































